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The mighty Soviets were the favorites to win hockey gold at the 1980 Winter Olympics. But a team

of U.S. college players had other ideas. The stunning upset of the Soviet hockey team by the young

Americans has been called the greatest moment in international hockey. And to many people the

victory was about much more than sports. Americans had gone through difficult times at home and

abroad. Beating the best hockey team in the worldâ€•and its major Cold War rivalâ€•gave Americans

a sense of pride. One iconic photo captured the impact of that â€œmiraculousâ€• historic event.
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Michael Burgan has written numerous books for children and young adults during his nearly 20

years as a freelance writer. Many of his books have focused on U.S. history, geography, and the

lives of world leaders. He has also written fiction and adapted classic novels. Michael has won

several awards for his writing, and his graphic novel version of the classic tale Frankenstein (Stone

Arch Books) was a Junior Library Guild selection.Â  Michael has also worked as an editor at Weekly

Reader, the classroom news magazine used in schools across the United States. Michael

graduated from the University of Connecticut with a bachelorâ€™s degree in history. When not

writing for kids, he enjoys writing plays, and his works have been staged across the United States.



He lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico, with his cat, Callie.
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